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Every kid needs a champion
The Headlines

Rita Pierson

 
JAMES  COMER  SAYS  THAT  NO  S IGN I F ICANT  L EARN ING  CAN  OCCUR

WITHOUT  A  S IGN I F ICANT  RE LAT IONSH IP .  GEORGE  WASH INGTON
CARVER  SAYS  A L L  L EARN ING  I S  UNDERSTAND ING  RE LAT IONSH IPS .

EVERYONE  IN  TH I S  ROOM HAS  BEEN  AFFECTED  BY  A  T EACHER  OR  AN
ADULT .  FOR  YEARS ,  I  HAVE  WATCHED  PEOPLE  T EACH .  I  HAVE  LOOKED

AT  THE  BEST  AND  I ' V E  LOOKED  AT  SOME  OF  THE  WORST .  

STEPHEN  COVEY  HAD  THE  R IGHT  IDEA .  HE  SA ID  YOU  OUGHT  TO  JUST
THROW IN  A  F EW S IMPLE  TH INGS ,  L I K E  S E EK ING  F I RST  TO  UNDERSTAND ,

AS  OPPOSED  TO  BE ING  UNDERSTOOD .  S IMPLE  TH INGS ,  L I K E
APOLOG IZ ING .  YOU  EVER  THOUGHT  ABOUT  THAT?  TE L L  A  K ID  YOU 'RE

SORRY ,  THEY ' R E  IN  SHOCK .

 " I  AM  SOMEBODY .  I  WAS  SOMEBODY  WHEN  I  CAME .  I ' L L  B E  A  BETTER
SOMEBODY  WHEN  I  L EAVE .  I  AM  POWERFUL ,  AND  I  AM  STRONG .  I

DESERVE  THE  EDUCAT ION  THAT  I  GET  HERE .  I  HAVE  TH INGS  TO  DO ,
PEOPLE  TO  IMPRESS ,  AND  P LACES  TO  GO . "  

T E A C H I N G  A N D  L E A R N I N G  S H O U L D  B R I N G  J O Y .  
 

H O W  P O W E R F U L  W O U L D  O U R  W O R L D  B E  I F  W E  H A D  K I D S  W H O  W E R E
N O T  A F R A I D  T O  T A K E  R I S K S ,  W H O  W E R E  N O T  A F R A I D  T O  T H I N K ,  A N D
W H O  H A D  A  C H A M P I O N ?  E V E R Y  C H I L D  D E S E R V E S  A  C H A M P I O N ,  A N

A D U L T  W H O  W I L L  N E V E R  G I V E  U P  O N  T H E M ,  W H O  U N D E R S T A N D S  T H E
P O W E R  O F  C O N N E C T I O N ,  A N D  I N S I S T S  T H A T  T H E Y  B E C O M E  T H E  B E S T

T H A T  T H E Y  C A N  P O S S I B L Y  B E .  


